CHINA   cfe   THE   CHINESE
telegraphs. Fengshui, not overcrowding and the total lack of sanitary measures, is held responsible for the recurrent devastating plagues. In every phase of the Chinese national and social life may be traced the sinister grip of this "hidden hand/* Fortunately, however, the grip is steadily being loosened, to the great benefit of the people, but the superstition dies hard.
The third of the great moral forces of China  is  Confucianism.     This   is   a
doctrine of human duty and general conduct rather than a religion, and the ideals which the Sage taught have strongly influenced all classes, for the undoubted moral good of China, for more than two thousand years. The doctrine of Confucius may be summed up in a single sentence: justice and right thinking must ultimately conquer might. It is to the practical application through the ages of this lofty ideal and its attendant precepts that the Chinese owe their marvellous stability as a
WAFTING   HIS   PRAYERS   ON   WIDENING   WAVES   OF   SOUND
Great reverence marks the demeanour of the Chinese priests when officiating at the temple services,
and a truly devotional atmosphere envelops them.     Genuflexion and prostration before the altdr,
and processions round the temple to the accompaniment of chants form a large part of the ritual,
as also does the striking of gongs and bells and very deep-toned drums
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